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Satellite Phones for River Ambassadors Will Quicken Response Times at Yuba River
Nevada City, CA -- Following the installation of an Emergency Call Box at the South Yuba River's Purdon
Crossing, Nevada County's Office of Emergency Services is distributing four Iridium Go Satellite Hot Spot
Devices to the South Yuba River Citizens League (SYRCL). These high-tech devices will help to quickly
report emergencies in the Yuba River Canyon through River Ambassadors, a volunteer outreach
program, jointly managed by SYRCL and California State Parks, that runs on the weekends. The Satellite
Hot Spot Devices operate on the Iridium Everywhere network which utilizes a global constellation of 66
cross-linked Low Earth Orbit (LEO) satellites to provide voice and data connections over the planet's
entire surface, including across oceans, airways and Polar Regions.
Due to its remote location, the South Yuba River has minimal to
no cell phone service, creating increased response times for
water and fire emergencies in the area. The Iridium Go Satellite
Hot Spot acts as a router for smart phones, iPads, tablets, and
laptops delivering a private wireless network up to 100 feet
from its location. With these communication devices,
SYRCL's River Ambassadors will be able to make and receive
emergency calls, SMS, e-mails, internet, and GPS services
throughout the South Yuba Canyon regardless of cellphone
reception.
District 1 Supervisor Heidi Hall, adds, “I am proud of the
additional communication devices we have implemented at
several locations throughout the South Yuba River Canyon this
year, making the Yuba River safer for all visitors. These efforts
are largely due to the great collaboration of many local agencies
and organizations in Nevada County who are coming together to
talk about and find solutions for these safety issues during our
Yuba River Cohort meetings. With the progress we’ve made this
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year alone, with the first call box installed and this new partnership with the River Ambassadors, I’m
looking forward to what’s to come.”
Melinda Booth, Executive Director of SYRCL, says, "SYRCL is thrilled that the River Ambassador
volunteers will have the use of satellite phones for emergencies this summer, thanks to Nevada
County. These satellite phones allow us to expand our River Ambassador program to cover additional
State Park sites along the river, assisting more of the community and sharing our safety message with a
greater number of visitors. The more quickly emergency responders can be contacted the better the
likelihood of a positive outcome for the situation."
A collaboration between California State Parks and SYRCL, the River Ambassador program kicked off its
seventh summer season in June. This program stations friendly volunteers at key river crossing locations
on the weekends within the South Yuba River State Park. River Ambassador volunteers help welcome
visitors and promote “pack-it-in and pack-it-out” ethics, educate about fire safety, and remind visitors to
recycle when possible. Over the past six years, SYRCL's River Ambassadors have spent 5,317 hours on
the river and had face-to-face contact with 36,230 South Yuba River State Park visitors about
stewardship. For more information about this this critical program that helps keep the Wild and Scenic
Yuba River Corridor beautiful and safe for its visitors, visit YubaRiver.org.
About SYRCL:
The South Yuba River Citizens League (SYRCL, pronounced “circle”) is the leading voice for the protection
and restoration of the Yuba River watershed. Founded in 1983 through a rural, grassroots campaign to
defend the South Yuba River from proposed hydropower dams, SYRCL has developed into a vibrant
community organization with over 3,500 members and volunteers based in Nevada City, CA. See:
www.yubariver.org
About Nevada County:
Nevada County is a full-service government organization with approximately 800 employees, providing
municipal services and acting as an arm of the State for human and criminal justice services. As a rural
California county serving approximately 100,000 Nevada County residents, Nevada County is dedicated
to providing outstanding public service by working with the community to develop sound and innovative
public policy, provide strong leadership, and deliver excellent services in a fiscally responsible manner.
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