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STATE of the YUBA Invites the Community to Take Action for the River
April 18 Event Celebrates Volunteers and Major Milestones for SYRCL
Grass Valley, CA -- The South Yuba River Citizens League (SYRCL) invites its members, volunteers and the
public to attend its free State of the Yuba address at Peace Lutheran Church on Wednesday, April 18th.
Beginning at 5:00 pm, SYRCL staff and board will be on hand to meet visitors, answer questions, and
showcase dozens of opportunities for volunteering or taking action for the river. Later, SYRCL will
recognize the Centennial Dam Working Group, its “Volunteer of the Year,” and the California
Department of Fish & Wildlife, its “Partner of the Year,” for their extraordinary commitment and service
to the watershed.
“The State of the Yuba is an open invitation to learn about the many ways to get involved and volunteer
with SYRCL this coming year,” says Melinda Booth, Executive Director. “Volunteers are the heart of the
organization because they make our work possible. Last year, more than 1,300 dedicated folks donated
10,000 hours to efforts like monitoring water quality, removing invasive species, creating the next
generation of river stewards, inspiring activism through film and events, and watchdogging the proposal
to build Centennial Dam.”
The speakers program, beginning at 6:00 pm, will feature SYRCL’s board and leadership staff. They’ll talk
about how SYRCL’s issues have state-wide and national significance. Throughout the event, audience
members will have the opportunity to sign up, volunteer or engage in one of SYRCL’s major programs:
River Ambassadors, River Science & Restoration, River Monitoring, River Education and the Wild &
Scenic Film Festival.
Investing in Meadows and Fish Habitat
Currently SYRCL is restoring critical meadow habitat at the Yuba headwaters and has six active projects
on the lower Yuba River. “Our River Science team is covering the watershed from top to bottom, thanks
to our many partners. We’re incredibly excited to share our major conservation milestones with our
members and the community,” says Rachel Hutchinson, Science Director.
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Stopping Centennial Dam: Progress Report to the Community
Over the past three years, SYRCL, in coalition with local, state, and national conservation groups, has
been opposing Nevada Irrigation District (NID)’s proposal to build Centennial Dam on the Bear River.
Most recently the coalition challenged NID’s bid for public funding to the California Water Commission,
which has been charged with dispersing Proposition 1 funding through the Water Storage Investment
Program.
“SYRCL is celebrating its 35th anniversary this year. We formed to stop dam construction on the South
Yuba and today, once again, we’re mobilizing our community to confront another irresponsible dam
project,” says Melinda Booth, Executive Director. “In 2018, a new dam should be the last option
considered, not the first. As a state, California aims to implement technology and innovation for a
sustainable water future and we want we that for Nevada and Placer counties, too.”
These topics and more will be covered at STATE of the YUBA. This FREE event is for all who want to learn
more about SYRCL’s efforts to defend the watershed and how to get involved.
Know and Go:
WHAT: SYRCL’s STATE of the YUBA
WHEN: Wednesday, April 18, 2018. Doors open at 5:00pm. Program from 6–8:00pm.
WHERE: Peace Lutheran Church, 828 W. Main Street, Grass Valley
COST: This event is FREE and open to the public.
About SYRCL:
SYRCL (pronounced “circle”), is the leading voice for the protection and restoration of the Yuba River
watershed. Founded in 1983 through a rural, grassroots campaign to defend the South Yuba River from
proposed hydropower dams, SYRCL has developed into a vibrant community organization with over
3,500 members and volunteers based in Nevada City, CA.
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